
              

            

        

Standards adoptions are nothing new in the world of education. In 2010, Florida adopted a new set of 
standards called the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). These new academic standards enhance the 
rigor and depth of information that students must learn in school, and focus on preparing students with the 
essential knowledge and skills needed to be successful in life after graduation.  
 
But what does that mean?  
 
Previous standards have typically been very vague and required only a shallow understanding of 
information. The CCSS  focus on mastering concepts and applying learning in a real-world setting.  Below 
are just a few standards that show why the Common Core standards provide Florida’s students a stronger 
education.  
 
Third-Grade Writing Standard: 
  
CCSS: With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboard 
skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
  
NGSS: The student will write a final product for the intended audience. 
   
Sixth-Grade Mathematics Standard: 
  
CCSS: Distinguish comparisons of absolute value from statements about order. For example, recognize that an 
account balance less than $30 represents a debt greater than $30. 
  
NGSS: Use and justify the rules for adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing and finding the absolute value of 
integers. (Note: Absolute value is not mentioned until seventh grade.) 
 
Seventh-Grade Reading Standard: 
  
CCSS: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
  
NGSS: The student uses a variety of strategies to comprehend grade level text. 
 
High School Mathematics Standard: 
 
CCSS: Recognize and explain the concepts of conditional probability and independence in everyday language 
and everyday situations. For example, compare the chance of having lung cancer if you are a smoker with the 
chance of being a smoker if you have lung cancer. 
  
NGSS: Determine probabilities of independent events. Understand and use the concept of conditional 
probability. 
(NGSS: Next Generation Sunshine State Standards)  

COMPARING FLORIDA’S STANDARDS:  
WHAT MAKES THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

BETTER FOR FLORIDA’S STUDENTS? 


